
TURRIFF ACADEMY 

 

PARENT COUNCIL 
 
PRESENT: Irene Birtwhistle, Alan Chalmers, Kaylah Millar (MSYP), Carol 
Walker, Sam James, Carol Allan, Lee Menzies, Jane Bisset, Niamh Gibson 
(Minute Secretary), Fleur Barron (Community Rep) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr. Ian Taylor, Cllr. Ann Stirling 
 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 9th December 2019 
 

  

NOTES 

 

ACTION 

 

1 

 

Carol Walker welcomed all to the December meeting 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

Apologies 

Ashley Strachan, Shirley Anderson, Morag McNaughton. 

Morag has advised that she wishes to stand down from 

Parent Council. Carol thanked her for her time on the 

committee. 

 

 

 

3 

 

Adoption of Previous Minutes 

Proposed: Carol A 

Seconded: Alan C 

 

 

4 

 

Matters Arising  

Fleur Barron has agreed to take on the position as the new  

 



TURRIFF ACADEMY 

 

 

Parent Council Community Rep. 

 

5 

 

Headteacher’s Report  

  

Staffing 

Maths and Biology vacancies both closed. No appointment 

has been made for Biology. Looking to carry out interviews 

for the maths post.  

 

Home Economics is still short of teaching staff. It has been 

reported no new Home Economics teachers are being 

trained at present.  

 

Miss Ewen is returning as DHT in January. 

 

Dr. MacPherson is leaving and taken up a new post at 

Inverurie Academy 

 

Other Issues  

Boiler issues are still ongoing, as Lee and Kaylah reported 

that some classrooms are still boiling hot and other 

classrooms are freezing.  

 

A senior German class held a Skype call with an Austrian 
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school - this was successful.  

 

Two Remembrance Assemblies, one for junior pupils and 

one for senior pupils, were held in November. It should be 

noted how  very impressed we were  how well behaved and 

respectful  the pupils were at both assemblies.  

 

Lee Menzies thanked Tesco for the Christmas tree in the 

Assembly hall. Pictures of the tree will be sent to Tesco 

during the coming week to thank them.  

 

Mrs. Smith ( PSA) has sadly passed away. The school has 

sent condolences to her family and her funeral will be on 

Friday 13th December.  

 

The new cloud-based storage system for computers is 

currently undergoing evaluation. It appears to be working 

well for staff, but pupils, particularly those in Admin classes, 

are having issues accessing software. This will be 

examined and solutions found.   

 

S5 Pupils recently had their Safe Drive, Stay Alive event in 

the Beach Ballroom, Aberdeen.  

 

The Christmas Dances will take place on 16th and 17th 
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December in the school for both junior pupils and senior 

pupils.  

 

National 5 History and Modern Studies pupils recently had 

their trip to Edinburgh. 

 

S2 pupils have been on a History trip to Culloden. 

 

 

6 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 Parent Council have received the annual payment of 

£474.45 from Aberdeenshire Council giving a current 

balance of £1302.94. This has to be used for admin 

purposes, and there was approval to purchase new 

noticeboards to display photos of what the Parent Council 

does and how the funds raised by FTA are used. 

 

Expenses  

£50 for Clerk fee 

 

It was agreed that we should look into reimbursing Kaylah 

for her travel expenses to Parent Council meetings. 
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As at 1st October, the FTA account balance was £3,700. 

 

 

7 

 

Building works  

 

It has been confirmed that the initial part of the building 

works will begin in March. School staff are planning to 

avoid as much disruption as possible during the works. 

There may, however, still be disruption, particularly when t 

 

the school’s north block receives its new windows. Pupils 

will be moved between classrooms as and when required. 

The initial works will take 6 months.  

 

The two school gym halls will be refurbished between April 

and October. This will include new windows being fitted 

which will reduce the glare of the sunlight, allowing pupils 

better focus in P.E. lessons.  

 

The catwalk will also be receiving new windows, but Lee 

has assured that privacy will be maintained when this is 

completed.  

 

The drama department will also receive a refurbishment..  
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A full fitness suite will be installed, which will include better 

ventilation. 

 

Break out spaces will be placed in the English corridors; 

they will be used by the English department in their 

teaching and also as a socializing space for pupils at break 

and lunchtime  

 

The guidance staff will receive a new, shared office space 

in A5a, near the ASL department. This new arrangement 

will also include bookable meeting rooms so that pupils and 

their guidance teachers can discuss issues in private. The 

ASL rooms will also be refurbished.  

 

A bike shelter with lockable spaces will be placed at the 

back of the school, so pupils can lock up their bikes safely 

and access them at the end of the day. This is to 

encourage more pupils to cycle to school.  

 

Lee assured Cllr. Ann Stirling that the school is working 

well with those involved with Building Improvements. 

 

 

8 

 

Health and Wellbeing  
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Carol W. attended a Chairperson Training meeting which 

discussed issues in schools, such as child poverty, 

because areas such Turriff still have the fastest growing 

child poverty rates in Aberdeenshire. Cllr. Anne Stirling 

reported that the average worker in Turriff receives a salary 

of £23,000-£26-000 per annum; which is a key contributor  

 

to child poverty rates growing in the area.  

 

Students who are on free school meals are automatically 

exempt from paying expenses of Home Economics, Tech, 

books for English and have access to funds to pay for 

school trips. They can also apply for assistance with 

uniform costs. Period poverty is also being addressed as 

part of Aberdeenshire Council’s free sanitary products.  

Parents and girls have been alerted of this. 

 

PEF funding has also been useful in assisting our young 

people, as it allows access to study guides, spare P.E. kits, 

additional resources and money to be put on pupils’ cards 

for breakfast and breaktimes. Canteen ladies and guidance 

teachers can identify pupils in need and discretely. 

 

It also helps with developing the ‘nurture area’  in the 

school for pupils.  
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It has been suggested that the school could approach 

Annette Johnson, Head of Inequalities for acquiring funding 

to help alleviate the consequences of child poverty. 
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Friends of Turriff Academy  

 The school has received study book funding worth £150 
 
Expressive Arts Showcase hamper was made by Friends of  
 
Turriff Academy 
 
Photo competition and calendar was suggested as a  
 
means of fundraising  
 
 
£185.36 Grampian Book Award funding provided. 
 
 
Refreshments provided for Sr. Pupils Parents evening  
 

Dolina Mackenzie has contacted the school about doing 

something for V.E.day 
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AOB 

The possibility of the Parent Council setting up its own 

Facebook page to give parents updates about how the PC 

are using money to benefit the school and its pupils, as well 

as give other updates including access to minutes of 

meetings was discussed.  

Ann Craig, headteacher at Fyvie school, and Lee plan to 

meet with Christine Maclennan to help parents establish  

their own parental support group for pupils with additional 

support needs. 
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Next Meeting  

The next Parent Council Meeting will be at 7PM on 10th 

February 2020.  
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