
TURRIFF ACADEMY 

 

PARENT COUNCIL 
 
PRESENT: Carol Walker, Jane Bisset, Lee Menzies, Sam James, Ashley 
Strachan, Irene Birtwhistle, Cllr. Iain Taylor, Cllr. Anne Stirling, Cllr. Alastair 
Forsyth, Fleur Barron, Carol Allan, Niamh Gibson 
 
Apologies: None 
 
 
 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 8th June 2020 
 

  

NOTES 

 

ACTION 

 

1 

 

Carol Walker welcomed everyone to the meeting. She 

confirmed that, following advice from the local authority 

and consultation with the Parent Forum, the decision had 

been taken to delay the AGM ( due to take place in June) 

until after the summer holidays. 

 

 

2 

 

Adoption of Previous Minutes 

Proposed: Ashley Strachan 

Seconded: Irene Birtwhistle 

 

 

 

3 

 

Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 

 

No matters arising from the previous meeting. 
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4 

 

Headteacher’s Report 

A new technologies teacher was appointed and will start 

their post after the school returns in August.  

 

A new office staff member has been appointed to replace 

Linda Davidson, who is leaving the school.  

 

Plans for Phase 2 of the building works have been 

approved. These include replacing the windows on the 

North block, as well as alterations to the PE and drama 

areas and the creation of breakout areas in the English 

corridor. No start date for the works has been given, 

 

2 surveys have been distributed to parents during the 

lockdown period to obtain feedback on how they and their 

children find online learning. The strengths were found to 

be: TEAMS, being easy and convenient to access, 

assignments were easy to find, the teachers had a friendly 

and relaxed approach with pupils and parents were 

communicated with frequently.  

Improvements were suggested, such as making online 

marking an easier process, and to provide face to face 

interaction online. However, in order for that to occur, risk 

assessments would have to be conducted to protect 
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vulnerable pupils.  

 

Proposals for August 2020: 

• blended mix of at home and in school learning 

• multi-purpose classrooms such as maths and 

English can only hold a max of 9 pupils, with less 

pupils for practical classrooms such as Home 

Economics and Technologies. 

•  In S1-2 pupils will have a home room where 

teachers will go to reduce movement 

•  In an effort to reduce traffic within the corridors. A 

one way system will also be introduced. 

• Senior Phase pupils will attend 3 days every 2 

weeks- they will be split into 2 groups 

• BGE pupils will attend 2 days a week every 2 week. 

• Reduced numbers enable social distancing 

• Pupils will not be allowed to go to the shops 

•   use of the canteen or packed lunches 

•  Lunch breaks will be reduced to half an hour, and 

classrooms and the assembly hall may be utilised 

for extra space to allow for social distancing.  

• Timetables for subjects and teachers may be liable 

to change to accommodate staff still shielding, as 

well as class numbers. Staff members who require 
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to remain in isolation or who are shielding will 

continue with online learning when pupils are at 

home.  

• It should be noted all these arrangements are 

subject to change based on government advice 

 

 

A virtual, shorter prizegiving will be held to celebrate the 

achievements of pupils in Turriff Academy.  

 

Primary 7 pupils transferring to the academy, will receive a 

virtual tour of the school. All faculties are putting together 

short activities to be used for a virtual transition for P7 

pupils. Surveys have also been distributed to their parents 

to get feedback about the alternative introduction to 

secondary school their children are experiencing.  

 

 

 

The purchasing of ties will be waived to reduce stresses on 

parents about their children’s uniform, as well as reduce 

the risk of transmission.  
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Treasurer’s Report  
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£450 had been deposited into the Parent Council account 

by Aberdeenshire Council. It appears that this may be 

reimbursement money for bus fares from the SDSA. Lee 

will clarify. 

Sam has suggested paying the auditor a £50 fee for 

assistance. This was approved. 

The account balance is £1620.82, but, subtracting the 

£450 overpayment, that becomes £1470.82 
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Friends of Turriff Academy  

No report from Shirley about Friends of Turriff Academy, 

but issues of fundraising have been brought up - with 

businesses and families suffering blows to their income due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, alternative fundraising 

methods had to be suggested. Applying for the Co-Op 

Community Fund was one suggestion made at the 

meeting.  

 

 

 

7 

 

Schedule of Meetings for 2020/21 session 

The proposed dates for meetings for the next session are :- 

17th August; 

14th September; 

5th October; 

 9th November; 

8th February; 

8th March; 

10th May; and  

14th June ( AGM). 

There was also discussion about an optional meeting on 

11th January, which will be confirmed at a later date. 
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The next meeting will be held on 17th August 2020. 

 

 

 


